
2006 California Vehicle Code 
Portions relevant to “Motorized Bicycles” 
 
 
Division 1 – Words and Phrases Defined 
 

§ 406 – Motorized Bicycle 
 
(a) A "motorized bicycle" or "moped" is any two-wheeled or three-wheeled device having fully 
operative pedals for propulsion by human power, or having no pedals if powered solely by 
electrical energy, and an automatic transmission and a motor which produces less than 2 gross 
brake horsepower and is capable of propelling the device at a maximum speed of not more than 
30 miles per hour on level ground. 
 
(b) A "motorized bicycle" is also a device that has fully operative pedals for propulsion by human 
power and has an electric motor that meets all of the following requirements: 
 
(1) Has a power output of not more than 1,000 watts. 
 
(2) Is incapable of propelling the device at a speed of more than 20 miles per hour on ground 
level. 
 
(3) Is incapable of further increasing the speed of the device when human power is used to propel 
the motorized bicycle faster than 20 miles per hour. 
 
(4) Every manufacturer of motorized bicycles, as defined in this subdivision, shall provide a 
disclosure to buyers that advises buyers that their existing insurance policies may not provide 
coverage for these bicycles and that they should contact their insurance company or insurance 
agent to determine if coverage is provided. 
 
(c) The disclosure required under paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) shall meet both of the following 
requirements: 
 
(1) The disclosure shall be printed in not less than 14-point boldface type on a single sheet of 
paper that contains no information other than the disclosure. 
 
(2) The disclosure shall include the following language in capital letters: 
 
"YOUR INSURANCE POLICIES MAY NOT PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR ACCIDENTS 
INVOLVING THE USE OF THIS BICYCLE. TO DETERMINE IF COVERAGE IS PROVIDED 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY OR AGENT." 

 
 



Division 3 – Registration of Vehicles and Certificates of Title 
 
Chapter 1 – Original and Renewal Registration; Issuance of Certificates of Title 
 
� Article 1 – Vehicles Subject to Registration  
 

§ 4020 – Motorized Bicycles 
 
A motorized bicycle operated upon a highway is exempt from registration. 
 

� Article 8.1 – Motorized Bicycles 
 
§ 5030 – Special License Plate 
 
A motorized bicycle, as defined in Section 406, is required to display a special license plate 
issued by the department. 
 
§ 5031 – Contents of Application by Person Other Than a Manufacturer or Dealer 
 
An application by a person other than a manufacturer or dealer for a license plate for a motorized 
bicycle shall include all the following: 
 
(a) The true, full name and the drivers license or identification card number, if any, of the owner. 
 
(b) A description of the motorized bicycle, including any distinctive marks or features. 
 
(c) Other information as may reasonably be required by the department to determine whether a 
license plate shall be issued for the motorized bicycle. 
 
§ 5032 – Application Required: Exception 
 
(a) The application for a special license plate for a motorized bicycle shall be made before the 
motorized bicycle is operated or moved upon a highway, except that, upon the retail sale of a 
motorized bicycle when there is no license plate, the operator may operate the motorized bicycle 
for a period of five days from and including the date of sale, at which time application shall be 
made to the department for a special license plate. If the fifth day should fall on Saturday, 
Sunday, or a holiday, the application shall be made on the first business day thereafter. 
 
(b) The five-day operating provision set forth in subdivision (a) shall apply only if the operator has 
in his immediate possession evidence that the motorized bicycle was purchased within the last 
five days including the date of sale. 
 
§ 5033 – Special License Plate and Identification Card 
 
Upon proper application and payment of the fees specified in Section 5036, the department shall 
issue a special license plate and an identification card for the motorized bicycle for which 
application was made. Applications may be submitted by mail unless the department determines 
that it is not feasible to complete the identification process by such method. 
 
§ 5034 – Special License Plate for Dealer or Manufacturer 
 
(a) The department may issue a special license plate or other suitable device to a manufacturer 
or dealer of motorized bicycles upon payment of the fee specified in Section 5036. The license 
plate shall be of a size, color and configuration determined by the department. The form of the 
application shall also be determined by the department. 
 



(b) A manufacturer or dealer of motorized bicycles may operate or move a motorized bicycle 
upon the highways during the delivery of, or during the demonstration for the sale of, the 
motorized bicycle if the motorized bicycle displays thereon a license plate or other suitable device 
issued to the manufacturer or dealer. 
 
§ 5035 – Special License Plate: Display, Transfer, and Destruction 
 
Each license plate issued under Section 5033 shall bear a distinctive number to identify the 
motorized bicycle for which it is issued and shall bear a symbol, letter, or word to distinguish 
license plates issued under this article from license plates issued for motorcycles and motor-
driven cycles. The owner, upon being issued a license plate, shall attach it to the motorized 
bicycle for which it is issued and shall carry the identification card issued by the department as 
provided in Section 4454. It shall be unlawful for any person to attach or use the license plate 
upon any other motorized bicycle or vehicle. If the motorized bicycle is destroyed, the owner shall 
destroy the license plate and shall within 10 days notify the department on a form approved by 
the department that the motorized bicycle and license plate have been destroyed. 
 
If the ownership of the motorized bicycle is transferred to another person, that person shall 
submit, within 10 days, proper application as provided in Section 5031. The license plate shall 
remain with the motorized bicycle. 
 
§ 5036 – Service Fee 
 
A service fee of fifteen dollars ($15) shall be paid for the issuance or transfer of a special license 
plate for motorized bicycles, as defined in Section 406. Publicly-owned motorized bicycles are 
exempt from the fee. 
 
§ 5037 – License Plate Required 
 
(a) No motorized bicycle first sold on or after July 1, 1981, shall be moved or operated upon a 
highway unless the owner first makes application for a license plate and, when received, attaches 
it to the motorized bicycle as provided in this article. 
 
(b) Motorized bicycles first sold prior to July 1, 1981, shall not be moved or operated upon a 
highway after January 1, 1982, unless the owner makes application for a license plate and, when 
received, attaches it to the motorized bicycle as provided in this article. 
 
(c) Any motorized bicycle currently licensed pursuant to Division 16.7 (commencing with Section 
39000) on July 1, 1981, may be operated upon a highway until July 1, 1982. 
 
§ 5038 – Stolen Motorized Bicycle: Record System 
 
The department shall establish a record system that provides for identification of stolen motorized 
bicycles. 
 
§ 5039 – Dealer, Manufacturer, or Salesman License Exemption 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no dealer, manufacturer, salesman, or representative 
of motorized bicycles exclusively is required to be licensed or permitted pursuant to Chapter 4 
(commencing with Section 11700) of Division 5 

 
 



Division 6 – Driver's Licenses 
 
Chapter 1 – Issuance of Licenses, Expiration, and Renewal 
 
� Article 1 – Persons Required to Be Licensed, Exemptions, and Age Limits 
 

§ 12509 – Instruction Permits 
 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (f) of Section 12514, the department, for good 
cause, may issue an instruction permit to any physically and mentally qualified person who meets 
one of the following requirements and who applies to the department for an instruction permit: 
 
(1) Is age 15 years and 6 months or over and has successfully completed approved courses in 
automobile driver education and driver training as provided in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of 
Section 12814.6. 
 
(2) Is age 15 years and 6 months or over and has successfully completed an approved course in 
automobile driver education and is taking driver training as provided in paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (a) of Section 12814.6. 
 
(3) Is age 15 years and 6 months and enrolled and participating in an integrated driver education 
program as provided in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 12814.6. 
 
(4) Is over the age of 16 years and is applying for a restricted driver's license pursuant to Section 
12814.7. 
 
(5) Is over the age of 17 years and 6 months. 
 
(b) The applicant shall qualify for and be issued an instruction permit within 12 months from the 
date of the application. 
 
(c) An instruction permit issued pursuant to subdivision (a) shall entitle the applicant to operate a 
vehicle, subject to the limitations imposed by this section and any other provisions of law, upon 
the highways for a period not exceeding 24 months from the date of the application. 
 
(d) Except as provided in Section 12814.6, a person, while having in his or her immediate 
possession a valid permit issued pursuant to paragraphs (1) to (3), inclusive, of subdivision (a), 
may operate a motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, motorized scooter, or a motorized bicycle, 
when accompanied by, and under the immediate supervision of, a California licensed driver with 
a valid license of the appropriate class, 18 years of age or over whose driving privilege is not on 
probation. Except as provided in subdivision (e), an accompanying licensed driver at all times 
shall occupy a position within the driver's compartment that would enable the accompanying 
licensed driver to assist the person in controlling the vehicle as may be necessary to avoid a 
collision and to provide immediate guidance in the safe operation of the vehicle. 
 
(e) A person, while having in his or her immediate possession a valid permit issued pursuant to 
paragraphs (1) to (3), inclusive, of subdivision (a), who is age 15 years and 6 months or over and 
who has successfully completed approved courses in automobile education and driver training as 
provided in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 12814.6, and a person, while having in his 
or her immediate possession a valid permit issued pursuant to subdivision (a), who is age 17 
years and 6 months or over, may, in addition to operating a motor vehicle pursuant to subdivision 
(d), also operate a motorcycle, motorized scooter, or a motorized bicycle, except that the person 
shall not operate a motorcycle, motorized scooter, or a motorized bicycle during hours of 
darkness, shall stay off any freeways that have full control of access and no crossings at grade, 
and shall not carry any passenger except an instructor licensed under Chapter 1 (commencing 



with Section 11100) of Division 5 of this code or a qualified instructor as defined in Section 
18252.2 of the Education Code. 
 
(f) A person while having in his or her immediate possession a valid permit issued pursuant to 
paragraph (4) of subdivision (a), may only operate a government-owned motor vehicle, other than 
a motorcycle, motorized scooter, or a motorized bicycle, when taking a driver training instruction 
administered by the California National Guard. 
 
(g) The department may also issue an instruction permit to a person who has been issued a valid 
driver's license to authorize the person to obtain driver training instruction and to practice that 
instruction in order to obtain another class of driver's license or an endorsement. 
 
(h) The department may further restrict permits issued under subdivision (a) as it may determine 
to be appropriate to assure the safe operation of a motor vehicle by the permittee. 

 
 



Division 11 – Rules of the Road 
 
Chapter 1 – Obedience to and Effect of Traffic Laws 
 
� Article 4 – Operation of Bicycles 
 

§ 21201.3 – Bicycle or Motorized Bicycle Lights 
 
(a) A bicycle or motorized bicycle used by a peace officer, as defined in Section 830.1 of, 
subdivision (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), or (i) of Section 830.2 of, subdivision (b) or (d) of Section 
830.31 of, subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 830.32 of, Section 830.33 of, subdivision (a) of Section 
830.36 of, subdivision (a) of Section 830.4 of, or Section 830.6 of, the Penal Code, in the 
performance of the peace officer's duties, may display a steady or flashing blue warning light that 
is visible from the front, sides, or rear of the bicycle or motorized bicycle. 
 
(b) No person shall display a steady or flashing blue warning light on a bicycle or motorized 
bicycle except as authorized under subdivision (a). 
 
§ 21207.5 – Motorized Bicycles: Prohibited Operation 
 
Notwithstanding Sections 21207 and 23127 of this code, or any other provision of law, no 
motorized bicycle may be operated on a bicycle path or trail, bikeway, bicycle lane established 
pursuant to Section 21207, equestrian trail, or hiking or recreational trail, unless it is within or 
adjacent to a roadway or unless the local authority or the governing body of a public agency 
having jurisdiction over such path or trail permits, by ordinance, such operation. 

 
� Article 5 – Operation of Motorized Scooters Motorized Scooters 
  
 § 21229 - Operation of Motorized Scooters: Bicycle Lanes  

(a) Whenever a class II bicycle lane has been established on a roadway, any person 
operating a motorized scooter upon the roadway shall ride within the bicycle lane, except 
that the person may move out of the lane under any of the following situations: 

(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle or pedestrian within the lane or when about to 
enter the lane if the overtaking and passing cannot be done safely within the lane. 

(2) When preparing for a left turn, the operator shall stop and dismount as close as practicable to 
the right-hand curb or right edge of the roadway and complete the turn by crossing the roadway 
on foot, subject to the restrictions placed on pedestrians in Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 
21950). 

(3) When reasonably necessary to leave the bicycle lane to avoid debris or other hazardous 
conditions. 

(4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized. 

(b) No person operating a motorized scooter shall leave a bicycle lane until the movement can be 
made with reasonable safety and then only after giving an appropriate signal in the manner 
provided in Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 22100) in the event that any vehicle may be 
affected by the movement. 

 
 



 
Chapter 5 – Pedestrians' Rights and Duties 

 
§ 21960 – Freeways and Expressways: Use Restrictions 
 
(a) The Department of Transportation and local authorities, by order, ordinance, or resolution, 
with respect to freeways, expressways, or designated portions thereof under their respective 
jurisdictions, to which vehicle access is completely or partially controlled, may prohibit or restrict 
the use of the freeways, expressways, or any portion thereof by pedestrians, bicycles or other 
nonmotorized traffic or by any person operating a motor-driven cycle, motorized bicycle, or 
motorized scooter. A prohibition or restriction pertaining to bicycles, motor-driven cycles, or 
motorized scooters shall be deemed to include motorized bicycles; and no person may operate a 
motorized bicycle wherever that prohibition or restriction is in force. Notwithstanding any 
provisions of any order, ordinance, or resolution to the contrary, the driver or passengers of a 
disabled vehicle stopped on a freeway or expressway may walk to the nearest exit, in either 
direction, on that side of the freeway or expressway upon which the vehicle is disabled, from 
which telephone or motor vehicle repair services are available. 
 
(b) The prohibitory regulation authorized by subdivision (a) shall be effective when appropriate 
signs giving notice thereof are erected upon any freeway or expressway and the approaches 
thereto. If any portion of a county freeway or expressway is contained within the limits of a city 
within the county, the county may erect signs on that portion as required under this subdivision if 
the ordinance has been approved by the city pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 1730 of the 
Streets and Highways Code. 
 
(c) No ordinance or resolution of local authorities shall apply to any state highway until the 
proposed ordinance or resolution has been presented to, and approved in writing by, the 
Department of Transportation. 
 
(d) An ordinance or resolution adopted under this section on or after January 1, 2005, to prohibit 
pedestrian access to a county freeway or expressway shall not be effective unless it is supported 
by a finding by the local authority that the freeway or expressway does not have pedestrian 
facilities and pedestrian use would pose a safety risk to the pedestrian. 
 

Chapter 12 – Public Offenses 
 
� Article 1 – Driving Offenses 
 

§ 23135 – Operation of Modified Motorized Bicycle 
 
It is unlawful for any person to operate upon a highway any vehicle which was originally 
manufactured as a motorized bicycle, as defined in Section 406, and which has been modified in 
such a manner that it no longer conforms to the definition of a motorized bicycle. 
 

� Article 4 – Special Traffic Regulations 
 

§ 23330 – Animals, Vehicles, Bicycles, and Motorized Bicycles 
 
Except where a special permit has been obtained from the Department of Transportation under 
the provisions of Article 6 (commencing with Section 35780) of Chapter 5 of Division 15, none of 
the following shall be permitted on any vehicular crossing: 
 
(a) Animals while being led or driven, even though tethered or harnessed. 
 



(b) Bicycles, motorized bicycles, or motorized scooters , unless the department by signs indicates 
that bicycles, motorized bicycles, or motorized scooters, or any combination thereof, are 
permitted upon all or any portion of the vehicular crossing. 
 
(c) Vehicles having a total width of vehicle or load exceeding 102 inches. 
 
(d) Vehicles carrying items prohibited by regulations promulgated by the Department of 
Transportation. 

 
 



Division 12 – Equipment of Vehicles 
 
Chapter 1 – General Provisions 
 

§ 24015 – Motorized Bicycle: Safety and Equipment Requirements 
 
(a) Motorized bicycles shall comply with those federal motor vehicle safety standards established 
under the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 (15 U.S.C., Sec. 1381, et seq.) 
which are applicable to a motor-driven cycle, as that term is defined in such federal standards. 
Such standards include, but are not limited to, provisions requiring a headlamp, taillamp, 
stoplamp, side and rear reflex reflectors, and adequate brakes. 
 
(b) In addition to equipment required in subdivision (a), all motorized bicycles operated upon a 
highway shall be equipped with a mirror as required in subdivision (a) of Section 26709, a horn as 
required in Section 27000, and an adequate muffler as required in subdivision (a) of Section 
27150. 
 
(c) Except as provided in subdivisions (a) and (b), none of the provisions of this chapter relating 
to motorcycles and motor-driven cycles, as defined in this code, shall apply to a motorized 
bicycle. 
 
§ 24016 – Motorized Bicycle Electric Motor: Safety and Equipment Requirements 
 
(a) A motorized bicycle described in subdivision (b) of Section 406 shall meet the following 
criteria: 
 
(1) Comply with the equipment and manufacturing requirements for bicycles adopted by the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (16 C.F.R. 1512.1, et seq.) or the requirements adopted 
by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (49 C.F.R. 571.1, et seq.) in accordance 
with the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 (15 U.S.C. Sec. 1381, et seq.) for 
motor driven cycles. 
 
(2) Operate in a manner so that the electric motor is disengaged or ceases to function when the 
brakes are applied, or operate in a manner such that the motor is engaged through a switch or 
mechanism that, when released, will cause the electric motor to disengage or cease to function. 
 
(b) All of the following apply to a motorized bicycle described in subdivision (b) of Section 406: 
 
(1) No person shall operate a motorized bicycle unless the person is wearing a properly fitted and 
fastened bicycle helmet that meets the standards described in Section 21212. 
 
(2) A person operating a motorized bicycle is subject to Sections 21200 and 21200.5. 
 
(3) A person operating a motorized bicycle is not subject to the provisions of this code relating to 
financial responsibility, driver's licenses, registration, and license plate requirements, and a 
motorized bicycle is not a motor vehicle. 
 
(4) A motorized bicycle shall only be operated by a person 16 years of age or older. 
 
(5) Every manufacturer of a motorized bicycle shall certify that it complies with the equipment and 
manufacturing requirements for bicycles adopted by the Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(16 C.F.R. 1512.1, et seq.). 
 
(c) No person shall tamper with or modify a motorized bicycle described in subdivision (b) of 
Section 406 so as to increase the speed capability of the bicycle. 
 



Chapter 5 – Other Equipment 
 
� Article 7 – Motorcycles 

 
§ 27800 – Passengers: Equipment and Usage 
 
It is unlawful for a driver of a motorcycle or a motorized bicycle to carry any other person thereon, 
except on a seat securely fastened to the machine at the rear of the driver and provided with 
footrests, or in a sidecar attached to a motorcycle and designed for the purpose of carrying a 
passenger. Every passenger on a motorcycle or a motorized bicycle shall keep his feet on the 
footrests while such vehicle is in motion. 
 
§ 27802 – Safety Helmet Regulations 
 
(a) The department may adopt reasonable regulations establishing specifications and standards 
for safety helmets offered for sale, or sold, for use by drivers and passengers of motorcycles and 
motorized bicycles as it determines are necessary for the safety of those drivers and passengers. 
The regulations shall include, but are not limited to, the requirements imposed by Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard No. 218 (49 C.F.R. Sec. 571.218) and may include compliance with that 
federal standard by incorporation of its requirements by reference. Each helmet sold or offered for 
sale for use by drivers and passengers of motorcycles and motorized bicycles shall be 
conspicuously labeled in accordance with the federal standard which shall constitute the 
manufacturer's certification that the helmet conforms to the applicable federal motor vehicle 
safety standards. 
 
(b) No person shall sell, or offer for sale, for use by a driver or passenger of a motorcycle or 
motorized bicycle any safety helmet which is not of a type meeting requirements established by 
the department. 
 
§ 27803 – Safety Helmets: Required 
 
(a) A driver and any passenger shall wear a safety helmet meeting requirements established 
pursuant to Section 27802 when riding on a motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, or motorized bicycle. 
 
(b) It is unlawful to operate a motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, or motorized bicycle if the driver or 
any passenger is not wearing a safety helmet as required by subdivision (a). 
 
(c) It is unlawful to ride as a passenger on a motorcycle, motor-driven cycles, or motorized bicycle 
if the driver or any passenger is not wearing a safety helmet as required by subdivision (a). 
 
(d) This section applies to persons who are riding on motorcycles, motor-driven cycles, or 
motorized bicycles operated on the highways. 
 
(e) For the purposes of this section, "wear a safety helmet" or "wearing a safety helmet" means 
having a safety helmet meeting the requirements of Section 27802 on the person's head that is 
fastened with the helmet straps and that is of a size that fits the wearing person's head securely 
without excessive lateral or vertical movement. 
 
(f) This section does not apply to a person operating, or riding as a passenger in, a fully enclosed 
three-wheeled motor vehicle that is not less than seven feet in length and not less than four feet 
in width, and has an unladen weight of 900 pounds or more, if the vehicle meets or exceeds all of 
the requirements of this code, the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, and the rules and 
regulations adopted by the United States Department of Transportation and the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. 
 



(g) In enacting this section, it is the intent of the Legislature to ensure that all persons are 
provided with an additional safety benefit while operating or riding a motorcycle, motor-driven 
cycle, or motorized bicycle. 
 



Division 18 – Penalties and Disposition of Fees, Fines, and Forfeitures 
 
Chapter 1 – Penalties 
 
� Article 1 – Public Offenses 

 
§ 42001.9 – Operating Modified Motorized Bicycle on Highway 
 
Every person convicted of an infraction for a violation of Section 23135 shall be punished by a 
fine of fifty dollars ($50). 
 

 


